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To:  San Juan County Council 

cc: Pete Rose, Randall K. Gaylord   

From:  Common Sense Alliance 

Date: May 24, 2010        

 

Re:  County Council Should Defer LIO Pending Resolution of the PSP Scandal 
 

Last Tuesday, we urged the Council not to allow any Local Integrating Organization (LIO) to be 

involved in matters reserved to county government under the Home Rule Charter, not to agree in 

advance to “implement” the Puget Sound Partnership’s Action Agenda, and not to conclude that it 

has “no choice” in these matters without seeking advice from the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.  We 

also urged the Council to reconsider the diversion of key county resources to LIO activities when they 

are needed in other areas (e.g., Solid Waste and CAO update) and to assure a balanced 

representation of all public interests by appointing several “at large” members.   

 

On further consideration and further review of the “Accountability Audit Report” issued by the 

Washington State Auditor’s Office, we now believe that the better course of action is to defer any 

further official entanglement with the Puget Sound Partnership (e.g., establishing an LIO) until the 

perpetrators of this complete lack of respect for the law have been fully investigated and the 

identified abuses have been rectified. 

 

We are also asking Senator Ranker to call for a thorough investigation of the Puget Sound  

Partnership’s leadership and appropriate corrective action to assure integrity on the part of the 

agency that is seeking to coerce the imposition of land use regulations upon the people of Puget 

Sound communities without proper consideration of best available science and due respect for Home 

Rule. 

 

We urge the County Council not to establish an LIO or otherwise enter into any agreement with the 
Puget Sound Partnership at this time.  We cannot afford to have our CAO review process 

compromised by inappropriate outside influences or tarnished by cooperation with corrupt agency 

action. 
 


